A preliminary study on the mechanism of neonatal allotransplantation tolerance. Participation of suppressor cells in the mediation of neonatal allotransplantation tolerance.
Using a method from Billingham, an animal model of the neonatal allotransplantation tolerance of SWI to C57BL inbred mice was established and the mechanism of neonatal tolerance established by us was preliminarily studied. Our experiment indicates that the clonal deletion theory is not the unique explanation for the neonatal tolerance and a peripheral active inhibitory mechanism including suppressor cells may participate in mediating and maintaining the neonatal tolerance. The suppressor cells in the neonatal tolerance are radioresistant, but rather sensitive to mitomycin C treatment. These results suggest that suppressor cell population may be nonhomogenous. Further studies about this problem are needed.